
P O P U L AT I O N
U N I T  2  



K E Y  I S S U E S  I N  T H I S  U N I T

• 1) Where is the world’s population distributed?  

• 2) Where has the world’s population increased? 

• 3) Why is population increasing at different rates in 
different countries? 



D I S C U S S  W H AT  A N  
AV E R A G E  P E R S O N  I S  L I K E  

• A G E ?  
• R A C E ?  
• S E X ?  
• R E L I G I O N ?

W I T H  Y O U R  
N E I G H B O R S …  



W H AT  W W E  
S U P E R S TA R  J O H N  
C E N A  H A S  T O  S AY  
O N  T H E  M AT T E R

N O  L A B E L S

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_pteKtfHRAhXDLyYKHQyiB50QyCkIHDAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D0MdK8hBkR3s&usg=AFQjCNHSBVMq2WtAztqOLcMJHs0fGv3mHw&sig2=hpDrE_JayKUzXR4gWBEbRQ&bvm=bv.146073913,d.eWE


W H Y  T H I S  U N I T  M AT T E R S
• At this very second, there are more people alive today than in any 

other point in human history 

• The world’s population is increasing at a rapidity never before seen 

• Virtually all significant population growth occurs in LDCs 

• the ability of LDCs to provide crucial services to their people is 
severely limited by rapid population growth 



-  FA C T O R S  T H AT  
E X P L A I N  PAT T E R N S  O F  
P O P U L AT I O N  
D I S T R I B U T I O N  VA R Y  
A C C O R D I N G  T O  S C A L E  
O F  A N A LY S I S  ( I E ,  
L O C A L  T O  G L O B A L )  
-  H U M A N  FA C T O R S  
A N D  P H Y S I C A L  
FA C T O R S  I N F L U E N C E  
P O P U L AT I O N  
D I S T R I B U T I O N

E S S E N T I A L  K N O W L E D G E



P O P U L AT I O N  
D I S T R I B U T I O N
• Demography is the 

scientific study of 
population 

• Demographers ask:  

• 1) where people 
are (concentration/
density) 

• 2) where 
populations are 
growing



Density







Concentration





P O P U L AT I O N  
D I S T R I B U T I O N
• Where people are. Patterns of 

human ecumene:  

• 1) Nearly 90% of people live 
north of the equator 

• 2) About 2/3 of world 
population is concentrated 
within 300 miles of the ocean. 

• 3) More than half of all people 
live on about 5% of the land, 
and almost nine-tenths on less 
than 20%. 

• 4) Most people live in areas 
close to sea level.



E C U M E N E  C H A N G E S  O V E R  T I M E



E C U M E N E  C H A N G E S  O V E R  T I M E



E C U M E N E  C H A N G E S  O V E R  T I M E



E C U M E N E  C H A N G E S  O V E R  T I M E



P O P U L AT I O N  
D I S T R I B U T I O N

• Why it matters:  

• Population grows at different 
rates in different places 

• Overpopulation - occurs 
when there are too many 
people for the amount of 
available resources  

• Problems result when an area 
exceeds its carrying capacity 
the # of people an area can 
support



S C A L E
• On a local scale, 

overpopulation currently 
threatens some regions much 
more than others, but the 
number of overpopulated 
regions continues to grow 

• On a global scale most 
geographers agree that the 
world’s resources will become 
overtaxed in the future

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2013/02/20132169114441474.html


P O P U L AT I O N  
D I S T R I B U T I O N
• Humans are NOT uniformly 

distributed across the Earth 

• We can understand the nature of its 
distribution by studying their 
concentration and density 

• Concentration - 2/3 of Earth’s 
population is concentrated in 4 
regions: 

• East Asia  

• South Asia 

• Europe 

• Southeast Asia



L A B E L  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  C O U N T R I E S  &  S H A D E  
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  R E G I O N S …

A D D  T H I S  M A P  T O  Y O U R  N O T E S























W H E R E  I S  P O P U L AT I O N  C H A N G I N G ?  
W H Y ?  

S E C T I O N  2



The Natural Increase Rate (NIR) is the percentage 
by which a population grows in a year.









The Total Fertility Rate(TFR) is the average 
number of children a woman will have during her 

childbearing years.



The Crude Birth Rate (CBR) is the total number of 
live births a year for every 1,000 people alive in the 

society.



The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is the 
annual number of deaths of infants under 

1 year compared with total live births.



The Crude Death Rate (CDR) is the total number 
of deaths a year for every 1,000 people alive in the 

society.



Life Expectancy measures the average 
number of years a newborn can expect to 

live at current morbidity levels.





Child Mortality Rate
the number of children who die by the age of 

five, per thousand live births per year.



What affect do high rates of mortality 
have on population? 



Percent of Population under 15

Fig. 2-15: About one-third of world population is under 15, but the percentage by country varies from 
over 40% in most of Africa and some Asian countries, to under 20% in much of Europe.



P B S  N O VA  
W O R L D  I N  
T H E  B A L A N C E

• Take the global trends quiz 

• Watch the documentary 

• Turn in the accompanying 
worksheet

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/earth/global-trends-quiz.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDJcKvukZRA


Analyzing Population Composition



Population Composition

• A “composite” is something made of 
different parts.  

• Populations of different places are composed 
of different ethnicities, sexes, ages, etc. No 
two places have identical compositions. 

• Sometimes these characteristics are called 
“demographics”.  

• (Notice how that sounds similar to 
demography)





Demographers use population pyramids to display 
key demographics about a society

You’ll need a blank population pyramid template and slip of 
paper with the age/sex demographics of Japan, South 

Sudan, and USA



Age Distribution and Dependency Ratio

• Dependency Ratio- # of 
Dependents (children or 
elderly): # of workers 

• Young dependents 
outnumber elderly ones by 
10:1 in stage 2 countries, 
but the numbers of young 
and elderly dependents are 
roughly equal in stage 4 
countries.  

• The large percentage of 
children in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and other stage 2 
countries strains the ability 
of poorer countries to 
provide needed services. 



• What are 
some 
observations 
about the 
regions 
reflected in 
these 
population 
pyramids? 



How Pyramids Affect Societies
• High Growth 

– Expanding Work Force 
– Youthful and Creative 
– Government Expenditures 
      for youth (ex. Schools) 

• Low Growth  
– Educated Workforce 
– May need immigrant labor 
– More Women in workforce 
– Government expenditures on 
    elderly (ex. Social Security) 

– Extra income 





P O P U L AT I O N  G R O W T H  O V E R  T W O  M I L L E N N I A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khFjdmp9sZk


D E M O G R A P H I C  
T R A N S I T I O N

W H Y  D O E S  P O P U L AT I O N  I N C R E A S E  AT  D I F F E R E N T  R AT E S ?





















S TA G E  5

• Birth rates fall below death 
rates, leading to negative 
growth and eventual decline 

• population will continue to 
grow for sometime after the 
birth rate falls below the death 
rate. After all, all of those 
children that were born before 
the fall are going to be having 
children in the next 
generation. This is the concept 
of demographic momentum.





I N T E R P R E T  A N D  A P P LY  T H E O R I E S  O F  
P O P U L AT I O N  G R O W T H  A N D  D E C L I N E

L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E



M A LT H U S

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_Mw0WEbqrI














H T T P S : / / W W W. Y O U T U B E . C O M /
W AT C H ? V = Q A K W _ I 0 B D P Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAkW_i0bDpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAkW_i0bDpQ












E P I D E M I O L O G I C A L  
T R A N S I T I O N  S TA G E S

H O W  W E  D I E



E P I D E M I O L O G
I C  M O D E L

• Leading causes of death 
vary from country to 
country due to conditions 
present in different levels 
of development 

• Common causes of death 
in MDCs differs from those 
in LDCs





 V





2 0 1 0  C H O L E R A  
O U T B R E A K  I N  
H A I T I

United Nations to blame? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwSnc-TauGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwSnc-TauGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwSnc-TauGk






M I G R AT I O N

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJdT6QcSbQ0


W H Y  D O  P E O P L E  
M I G R AT E ?
• migration is a permanent move 

to a new place 

• geographers study from where 
people migrate, to where they 
migrate and why 

• 3 main motivations for 
migration 

• economic opportunity 

• cultural freedom 

• environmental comfort



M I G R AT I O N  I S  A  
T Y P E  O F  M O B I L I T Y

• it is relocation diffusion 

• the flow of migration 
always involves a two-way 
connection 

• emigration - 
migration from a 
location 

• immigration - 
migration to a location





6 0  S E C O N D  R E S E A R C H :  W H AT  I S  T H E   
N E T  M I G R AT I O N  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S ?



Why do People Migrate?
●Forced Migration – Human migration 

flows in which the movers have no choice 
but to relocate. 

●Voluntary Migration – Human 
migration flows in which the movers 
respond to perceived opportunity, not 
force.



Forced Migration – the Atlantic Slave Trade



Forced Migration

The Trail of Tears, 1838



Voluntary African-American Migrations
Blacks moved to The Industrial Belt (i.e., Chicago, New 

York, Detroit) and California during labor shortages. 

The culture of the receiving regions was affected by these changes. 
Can you think of specific cultural traits were added to the new 
regions by the arrival of large numbers of African Americans?



Kinds of Voluntary Migration
● Step Migration – When a migrant follows a path of  a 

series of  stages, or steps toward a final destination. 

● Chain Migration –When a migrant communicates to 
family and friends at home, encouraging further 
migration along the same path, along kinship links.



Distance Decay 
weighs into the 
decision to 
migrate, leading 
many migrants 
to move less far 
than they 
originally 
contemplate.

Voluntary Migration – 
Migrants weigh push and pull factors to decide first, to 
emigrate from the home country and second, where to go.



Intervening Opportunities 
●Law of  Intervening Opportunities:  

Migration to a new location is directly 
proportional to the number of  
OPPORTUNITIES at the destination 

● intervening opportunity –at one of  the 
steps along the path, pull factors encourage the 
migrant to settle there.  

● intervening obstacle - impediments to 
reaching final destination



Distance
● The Gravity Model – Predicts movement between 2 places 

based on SIZE and DISTANCE 
 



World Migration Routes Since 1700

European
African (slaves)
Indian
Chinese
Japanese

Majority of population descended from immigrants
Slide graphic courtesy of Dr. Jean-Paul Rodrigue, Hofstra University



N O T  A L L  
M O B I L I T Y  I S  
M I G R AT I O N

• short-term, repetitive, or 
cyclical movements that are 
regularly recurring are called 
circulations 

• examples?  

• seasonal mobility is movement 
associated with movement that 
occurs because of seasonal 
shifts  

• ex: migrant farmers, college 
students



E X P L A I N  H O W  P U S H  A N D  P U L L  
FA C T O R S  C O N T R I B U T E  T O  M I G R AT I O N

L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E



Types of Push and Pull Factors
●Economic Conditions 

● ex: people move to find work 
●Political Circumstances 

● ex: people seeking asylum  
●Armed Conflict and Civil War 

● ex: Syrian refugees 
●Environmental Conditions 

● ex: natural disaster, draught, famine cause migration 
●Culture and Traditions 

● ex: religious freedom 
●Demographic 

● ex: unbalanced sex ratios, overpopulation)

http://www.kare11.com/news/immigrants-seeking-political-asylum-in-canada-1/408138438
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/sep/02/china-village-of-bachelors






W H AT  I S  A  
R E F U G E E ?
• According to the U.N.  

• A refugee has a well-founded fear of 
persecution for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, political opinion 
or membership in a particular social 
group. Most likely, they cannot return 
home or are afraid to do so. War and 
ethnic, tribal and religious violence 
are leading causes of refugees 
fleeing their countries. 

• 1951 Refugee Convention was created 
because of the failure to save 6 million 
Jews during the Holocaust  

• forced migration



I N T E R N A L LY  
D I S P L A C E D  
P E R S O N S

• Internally Displaced 
Persons are technically 
free to remain in their 
home country, but do not 
have place to stay



A S Y L U M  
S E E K E R S

• a person who has applied for 
asylum under the 1951 Refugee 
Convention on the Status of 
Refugees on the ground that if he is 
returned to his country of origin he 
has a well-founded fear of 
persecution on account of race, 
religion, nationality, political belief 
or membership of a particular social 
group. 

• by definition, a refugee is an asylum 
seeker whose case has been 
accepted by an asylum country





R E F U G E E S :  S O U R C E S  A N D  D E S T I N AT I O N S





R E F U G E E S :  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S











International relief efforts are chronically 
underfunded



Many refugee routes are very dangerous



B E T W E E N  J A N U A R Y  A N D  O C T O B E R ,  2 0 1 6 ,  R O U G H LY,  
3 , 8 0 0  M I G R A N T S  D I E D  C R O S S I N G  T H E  M E D I T E R R A N E A N  



M O S T  S Y R I A N  R E F U G E E S  
S E T T L E  I N  S M A L L ,  N E A R B Y  C O U N T R I E S



M A N Y  E U R O P E A N  S TAT E S  
S E E  S Y R I A N  R E F U G E E S  A S  A  N AT I O N A L  
S E C U R I T Y  L I A B I L I T Y cnn

http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/09/world/welcome-syrian-refugees-countries/


S Y R I A N  R E F U G E E S  A C C E P T E D  
I N T O  T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S



Y O U  K N O W  T H AT  
AT & T  G I R L ?

• https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZlsPcYFYaG0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZlsPcYFYaG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZlsPcYFYaG0


E.G. Ravenstein (1834-1913) 
Laws of Migration
●Most migrants only go a short distance 
●Long-distance migrants favor big cities 
●Most migration is step migration 
●Most is rural to urban 
●Each flow has a counter flow 
●Most migrants are adults 
●Most migrants are young males



Ravenstein Revisions
●More migrants are female 
●Most migrants are among the best 

educated 
● result: brain drain.  
●when the most educated people leave their 

home country



Major Global Migration Flows
From 1500 to 1950













• http://metrocosm.com/
global-immigration-map/



Waves of Immigration

Changing immigration laws, and changing push and pull factors 
create waves of  immigration.





• https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Fe79i1mu-mc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe79i1mu-mc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe79i1mu-mc










https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRhjqqe750A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRhjqqe750A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRhjqqe750A




H T T P S : / / W W W. B U Z Z F E E D . C O M / M AT T H E W T U C K E R /
C O L O U R I S E D - P H O T O S - O F - E L L I S - I S L A N D - I M M I G R A N T S - F R O M -
T H E - E A R ? B F F B & U T M _ T E R M = . H T N B B N L Z E # . H N V E M K N O O

https://www.buzzfeed.com/matthewtucker/colourised-photos-of-ellis-island-immigrants-from-the-ear?bffb&utm_term=.htnbBnLZE#.hnvEmkNOo
https://www.buzzfeed.com/matthewtucker/colourised-photos-of-ellis-island-immigrants-from-the-ear?bffb&utm_term=.htnbBnLZE#.hnvEmkNOo
https://www.buzzfeed.com/matthewtucker/colourised-photos-of-ellis-island-immigrants-from-the-ear?bffb&utm_term=.htnbBnLZE#.hnvEmkNOo


US Population by Race and Ethnicity, 
1990-2050
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Slide graphic courtesy of Dr. Jean-Paul Rodrigue, Hofstra University





I M M I G R AT I O N  H A S  C H A N G E D  T H E  
D E F I N I T I O N  O F  “ AV E R A G E  A M E R I C A N ”

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRhjqqe750A 

• The surprising 2016 election revealed that many 
Americans are isolated from one another culturally and 
socially 

• Do you live in a “bubble?”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRhjqqe750A








W H AT  O B S TA C L E S  D O  
M I G R A N T S  FA C E ?











Remittances











H O W  H A S  U . S .   
I M M I G R AT I O N  
P O L I C Y  S H I F T E D  
I N  T H E  T R U M P  
A D M I N I S T R AT I O N
?


