US History II-
The American West
Name ______________________ 
                                                                      (approx. 1860-1890)
	Study Terms and Concepts
	Identification
	Analysis and Critical Thinking

	Homestead Act- 1862
	
	How did differing groups use the Homestead Act to achieve land ownership? 

	Morrill Act- 1862
	
	

	Trans Contential Railroad
	a. Union Pacific
b. Central Pacific
	

	Soddies
	
	

	Oklahoma Land Rush
	
	How did the Turner Thesis slow the movement to the American Frontier? 

	Boom Towns vs. Ghost Towns
	
	What other industries developed to support the towns? 

	Exodusters
	
	

	Promontory Point, UT
	
	

	Chinese Exclusion Act 1882-1943
	a. Case of Wick Yo vs. Hopkins 
	What was the impact on Chinese Americans who had come to build the railroads? 

	Cowtowns/Cowboys
Joseph McCoy
	
	

	Chisholm Trail
	
	How did the market for cattle create large Midwest cities like Chicago and Dodge City? 

	Barbed Wire- Joseph Glidden
Refrigerator Cars
	
	

	Open Range Grazing
	
	Why did Open range grazing end? 

	Interlocking Directorates vs. Famer’s Cooperatives 
	
	How were the two groups’ goals at odds?

	Fort Laramie Treaty
	
	

	Sand Creek Massacre/ Col. John Chivington
	
	How were stereotypes about Native Americans reinforced by the opinions of Col Covington?


	Battle of Little Big Horn/Gen George Custer
	
	

	Battle of Wounded Knee/Ghost Dance
	
	

	Nez Perces/Chief Joseph
	a. “I will fight no more…”
	

	Helen Hunt Jackson
	a. A Century of Dishonor
	How did Jackson’s writings present a differing viewpoint from that of the Federal Gov’t? 


	Daws Act-1887/assimilation
	a. Reservations
b. Indian Schools
	How did assimilation strip the Native Americans of their rights a separate people? 


Essential Questions for the American West: 

1. What motivated settlers to move to the American West?
2. Explain how Americans’ settlement of the Great Plains led to the destruction of native Americans
3. What were some of the cause and effects on American life after completion of the Railroad?

4. What were the long term effects on Native American Culture due to the Daws Act and forced assimilation? 

5. Identify some of the ways that destruction of the buffleo, and the provisions of the Daws Act destroyed Native American culture
6. Evaluate what criteria was used to determine that the West of officially “closed” in the 1890s
7. Contrast the experience of the white settler vs the Native American during Westward Expansion. 

8. Evaluate how negative steriotypes persist about Native Americans in current 
Culture  

