
Middle Ages 500CE- 
1400CE



What you’re gonna learn
How improved farming caused a 
population explosion in Europe. 

Why Middle-Age African 
kingdoms were a really big deal. 

What was happening in Asia 
while Europe was in it’s “dark 
ages” 

How Islamic empires owned 
because of gunpowder and 
trade 

How Europe adjusted after the 
Roman Empire fell.



Think and discuss: What are some ways we are 
connected in this modern age? 



Globalization - the growing interconnectedness  
of everyone on earth because of trade, technology, and 
improved communication and travel



Think, pare, share: what 
are five positives and five 
negatives of globalization?



Globalization started in 
the Middle Ages

When we look at how connected the world is today, we 
can trace those connections back to the middle ages 

It was during this time that wars, trade, politics, and the 
spread of ideas became regional rather than local 

The driving force behind the diffusion of these things 
was religion.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvFl6UBZLv4


Today we will continue talking about Africa. Study 
this map. Is there anything strange about it? 



This is the most accurate map of the world  
EVER.





Africa is not only huge, it is very  
diverse. 



Trade and Spread of Islam in 
Africa

“Islam had already 
spread into northern 
Africa by the mid-
seventh century CE… 
The Arab conquest of 
Spain and the push of 
Arab armies as far as 
the Indus River 
culminated in an empire 
that stretched over three 
continents.”



How did African trade routes 
help Islam diffuse so quickly?





How did trade during the middle ages 
cause cultural diffusion in Africa? 



This map shows the spread of Islam. One of the 
places it spread was Mali (blue circle)



Why it matters
One of the five pillars of 
Islam is to make the 
Hajj, a pilgrimage to the 
holy city of Mecca.



How did the spread of Islam 
influence African societies?

By the time Mansa Musa 
became king of the kingdom 
of Mali, he had become one 
of the wealthiest people in 
the history of the world 

How did he become so 
wealthy? 

What happened when 
Mansa Musa returned from 
the Hajj to Mecca?

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/mansa-musa-one-of-the-wealthiest-people-who-ever-lived-jessica-smith#watch
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/mansa-musa-one-of-the-wealthiest-people-who-ever-lived-jessica-smith#watch


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvnU0v6hcUo


What are some ways the diffusion of 
Islam affected life and culture in Africa? 



Kingdom of Ghana
During the middle ages the 
Kingdom of Ghana became 
extremely powerful because:  

geographically, they were 
positioned between 
kingdoms that traded with 
one another 

they had a strong military 
that protected the trade 
routes for a fee





Wrapping Up Medieval 
African History

Bell Ringer: Answer these questions…. 

1) What role does religion play in American 
society?  

2) How did religion affect African kingdoms? 



Medieval China
During the medieval period, while 
Europe experienced its “dark ages”, 
China was thriving.  

Many of the greatest 
accomplishments in Chinese history 
occurred during the Tang, Song, 
and Ming Dynasties 

What is a dynasty?  

How did dynasties come to an end? 

What do these three dynasties have 
in common?



Accomplishments During Tang, Song, Ming Dynasties

Tang Song Ming



Why were these dynasties 
so successful?

Continuity 

dynasties remained in power for centuries 

they were protected from invasions (Great Wall)  

Trade within China and with Middle East and Africa 

trade along the Silk Road boomed 

the Chinese developed paper money which made trade 
easier (why did trade become easier?) 



1) What is social class? 
2) Are social classes important in the United 
States? 
3) Can someone change what social class they 
are in?

Think!



Japan in the Middle Ages
What do the samurai tell us about social class in middle 

age Japan?





Imperial Japan
Many Japanese cultural and 
government traditions 
originally diffused from 
ancient China 

Examples of things that 
diffused from Japan to China:  

Buddhism and 
Confucianism  

Dynastic Rule



In the middle ages, Japan had 
a very rigid social hierarchy.

Emperor



Are there any other societies we have 
talked about that had rigid social 
classes? 



Social Class In Japan

Like the Indus River 
Valley societies, it was 
impossible for people to 
switch social classes. 

Remember, most 
Japanese people were 
Buddhist. Buddhism 
came from Hinduism. 



Japanese Feudalism

In Japan, the social hierarchy was based on something 
called Feudalism.  

Feudalism is a system in which people provide service 
for wealthy nobles in return for land that they can farm.  

A similar system existed in medieval Europe.  

How did Japanese feudalism develop?



Take out your 
devices and go to 
the assignments 
tab of the class site. 
Read the article under 
the assignments tab of 
the world history page. 
Answer the four 
questions under the 
article.





What if you were a merchant but 
you wanted to be a samurai?

Sorry. No switching classes. 

Do you think people were ok with this?



They were OK with it for the 
most part.

Why? Because they practiced Confucianism. 

In Confucianism, people are expected to respect their 
leaders and do the job assigned to them.  

Also, many people believed that the Emperor of Japan 
was divine.  

divine means holy, or god-like.  

Samurai

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2opogq3QsNY
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Life and Times During Medieval 
Europe 500 to 1400 AD

The Middle Ages



• Repeated invasions and constant 
warfare ended the Western Roman 
Empire: 
– Disruption of Trade--Merchants faced 

invasions from land and sea.  
Businesses collapse and money 
becomes scarce. 

– Downfall of Cities--Cities were 
abandoned. 

– Population Shift--Population moves 
from cities to countryside (rural).  

Changes in Western Europe



• People turned to church for order and 
security. 
– Germanic people called the Franks 

were led by Clovis, who converted to 
Christianity. 

– The Church adapts to the rural 
conditions of Western Europe.  The 
Church built religious communities 
called monasteries.

Changes in Western Europe







Cathedral of Chartres:
Gothic Architecture























Notre Dame: 
Gothic 

Architecture















• The feudal system 
provided order and 
stability.  Everyone 
knew their place and 
what they had to do.   

• The manorial system 
provided for an 
economy that was 
based on farming and 
being self-sufficient on 
the manor.

The Feudal System



The Feudal System

King

Lords

Lesser Lords 
(Vassals)

Knights

Peasants (Serfs)

Military Service 

& 

Labor 

& 

Loyalty 

Land  

& 

Protection



• The manor was the lord’s estate.   
• The manor system was an economic 

arrangement between a lord and his 
serfs. 

• The lord would provide serfs with 
housing, strips of farmland, and 
protection from bandits. 

• In return, the serfs tended the lord’s 
lands, cared for his animals, and 
performed other tasks to maintain 
the estate. 

• The manor was largely a self-
sufficient community.

Manors: The Economic Side of Feudalism



Manors: The Economic Side of Feudalism



Revival of Learning
• At a time when serious scholars and writers were writing in Latin, a few 

remarkable poets began using a lively vernacular, or the everyday 
language of their homeland. 
– Dante Alighieri wrote The Divine Comedy (1321) -- Italian 
– Geoffery Chaucer wrote The Canterbury Tales (1387-1400) -- English 
– Christine de Pisan wrote The City of Ladies (1405) – French 

• Since most people could not read or understand Latin, these writers 
brought literature to the people. 

• Scholar, Thomas Aquinas, argued that the most basic religious truths 
could be proved by logical argument.-- Influenced by Aristotle.



England Develops
• By the early 800s, there were many small 

Anglo-Saxon kingdoms throughout the 
former Roman province Britain. 

• For centuries, invaders from various regions 
in Europe landed on English shores.  Many of 
them stayed, bringing their own ways and 
changing English culture. 
– 800’s -- Danish Vikings invaded.  It wasn’t until 

Alfred the Great, king from 871-899, managed to 
turn back the Vikings. 

– Alfred united the kingdoms of Britain under one 
rule, calling it England (“Land of the Angles”).



England Develops
• Fight Night!! 

– Champion:  Harold Godwinson (Anglo-Saxon who claimed the 
throne) 

– Challenger:  William duke of Normandy (Became known as William 
the Conqueror) 

– Event:  Oct. 14, 1066 -- the Normans and Saxons fought the battle 
that changed the course of English history.  (Battle of Hastings) 

– Decision:  Harold was killed by an arrow in the eye, the Normans 
won a decisive victory.  William laid the foundation for centralized 
government.  (William grants fiefs to 200 Norman Lords in exchange 
for a pledge of a loyalty.)



England Develops
• King Henry rules from 1154 to 1189. 

(He is a descendent of William the 
conqueror.)  

• Henry marries Eleanor of Aquitaine.  
She was a wife to two kings and a 
mother to two kings. 

• Henry strengthened the royal courts of 
justice by sending royal judges to every 
part of England at least once a year. 
• They collected taxes, settled lawsuits, and punished 

crimes. 



England Develops
• King Henry also introduced the use of 

the jury in English courts.  A jury in 
medieval Europe was a group of loyal 
people—usually 12 neighbors of the 
accused—who answered a royal judges 
questions about the facts of a case.   
• Jury trials became a popular means of settling disputes.  

Only the king’s court was allowed to conduct them.   



England Develops
• King Henry was succeeded first by his 

son Richard the Lion-Hearted, hero of 
the Third Crusade.   

• When Richard died, his younger brother 
John took the throne. 

• John was an extremely poor king.  The 
last straw was when he raised taxes.  The 
nobles revolted. 
• John was forced to sign the   Magna 

Carta (Great Charter).  This 
guaranteed the nobles certain basic 
political rights.  Put a limit on the 
king’s powers. 



England Develops



• King Edward I needed to raise taxes 
for a war against the French in 1295. 

• King Edward  I summoned two 
burgesses (citizens of wealth and 
property) from every borough and 
two knights from every county to 
serve as a Parliament, or legislative 
group.

England Develops



Justinian
• Byzantine Emperor 
• Responsible for compiling all 

Roman laws. 
• This compilation became the 

basis for most modern 
European nation’s laws. 



THE CRUSADES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dv_Gussoya8




FIRST CRUSADE
At the urging of Pope Urban II in 1095, the First Crusade succeeded in taking Jerusalem and was the most successful from 
the European point of view. When Jerusalem fell in 1099, crusaders massacred Jews, Christians and Muslims alike. Then the 
leaders divided up the land into territories, each governed by a European feudal lord.



SECOND CRUSADE
The Second Crusade started when Europeans lost control of Edessa, territory that they had previously controlled, to the 
Muslims. Led by King Louis VII of France and King Conrad III of Germany, the Europeans failed to regain any land and the 
crusade was a failure from a European point of view.

http://www.history.com/topics/crusades/videos/king-louis-vii-leads-the-second-crusade


THIRD CRUSADE
The Third Crusade was a response to Jerusalem’s fall in 1187 to Salah al-Din (Saladin). Three great armies from Europe were 
led by Richard the Lion-hearted of England, Philip II of France, and the Holy Roman emperor Frederick Barbarossa, Europe’s 
greatest warrior. However, Frederick accidentally drowned, the other two kings quarreled, and the whole crusade failed from a 
European point of view.





FOURTH CRUSADE
Instead of going to Jerusalem, the Fourth Crusade went to the Byzantine Empire’s capital, Constantinople, for various reasons. 
The European armies looted (robbed) the city and overthrew the Byzantine emperor. The main outcomes of the Fourth 
Crusade were to deepen the division between Greek and Latin Christianity and to hasten the Byzantine Empire’s decline.



1. What were the Crusades? Christian invasions meant to retake the Holy 
Lands from the Muslims.  

2. What events led to the Crusades? Christians couldn’t made the 
pilgrimage to the Holy Lands (Jerusalem). Pope ordered Christians to 
retake Jerusalem 

3. What were the effects of the Crusades?  

cultural diffusion between Europe and the Middle East 

trade occurred between Europe and the Middle East 

Byzantine Empire (Eastern Roman Empire) was weakened 





The Renaissance

What’s the difference between these paintings? 



What is the Renaissance?

• During the Renaissance (1300 to 1600), Western Europe emerged from the 
Middle Ages: 

– Renaissance means “rebirth” 

– Revival in Greek & Roman ideas, learning, & trade 

– New ideas in art, government, & human potential 

– The Renaissance marked the beginning of the “modern era”



Human Potential 

• Individuals became the center of attention during the Renaissance 

– Humanism—studied the “classical” ideas of Greece & Rome; believed 
education could make the world a better place 

• Studied worldly subjects, poetry, and philosophy



Human Potential

• What was expected of men & women in the Renaissance? 

– The “ideal man” was well educated, smart, can 
dance, write poetry, & play music; (called a 
“Renaissance Man”) 

– The ideal woman should have the same qualities 
but should not seek fame or political power



The Medici’s

• Florentine family of rulers became patrons of the arts 

– This is a big reason why the renaissance started in Italy. 

• The more money you had the more art you could patronize



Art & Patronage in Italy

• Italians were willing to spend a lot of money on art: 

– Banking & trade in Italian city-states, especially 
Florence, led to lots of money to spend on art  

– Patronage of the arts 

– The rise of cities brought artists together & shared 
ideas—this led to new techniques & styles







Secularism

• A form of Humanism 

• Focused on worldly aspects not religious aspects of society 

• Placed great emphasis on the renaissance man 

• Talents and abilities should be used to better the city



Machiavelli

• Niccolo Machiavelli  

– Florence political philosopher and 
statesmen 

– Wrote the prince 

– The ends justify the means



New Artistic Styles

• Realism & emotion 
• Classicism: inspiration from Greece & 

Rome   
• Emphasis on individuals & interaction 

between people 
• Geometric                    arrangements  
• Perspective 

The first nude paintings & 
sculptures since the Romans

Greek
Renaissance

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonardo_da_Vinci














Medieval Art

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ho/07/euwf/hob_17.190.409a.htm


 Middle Ages - The period in European history between the collapse of Rome and the 
Renaissance, from 476 CE to about 1450. Also known as the medieval period, and as the 

Dark Ages.

• During the early Middle Ages, most paintings 
were found in the form of illustrated 
manuscripts.  This remained the chief form of 
painting for years.   Most were produced in 
monasteries, which at the time were the 
centers of learning and art.  It was the wealth of 
the church which allowed monks to copy books 
and manuscripts before the invention of the 
printing press in the late 1400's.    

• You can see that the figures in the page 
pictured here are flat, lacking any dimension.  
Their expression is vague and the drawings of 
Jesus and the Mary’s look childlike.  The best 
detail can be seen in the cloth draping around 
the women. 

• In the next slides you will see more examples 
of art from the Middle Ages. 

http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/Pas.html
http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/r/roman.html
http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/r/renaissance.html
http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/Me.html
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More Examples of Medieval Art

What characteristics do you see  
in the example of Medieval  
sculpture? 

Lack of expression 

Lack of humanlike detail 

What else do you see?



What is different about this slide?



Characteristics of Middle Ages 
and Renaissance Art

Can You Tell the Difference?



What are the Characteristics of Art from Each Era?
Category Middle Ages Renaissance
Materials Used Frescos:  Paint in wet plaster 

mosaics, tempera paint on wood, 
illustrated manuscripts 

Oil on canvas, marble sculpture
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Category Middle Ages Renaissance
Colors Dark:  Brown, Gray, Gold, 

Muted Colors
Brighter: Reds, Blues



Category Middle Ages Renaissance
Body Positioning Unnatural, straight on, 

contorted
Natural, positions on all 
axial

http://192.41.13.240/artchive/m/michelangelo/creation.jpg


Category Middle Ages Renaissance
Emotion of Subjects Blank Faces 

Difficult to read
Clear Emotions



Category Middle Ages Renaissance

Dimension Flat, few shadows Vanishing points give 
perspective, use of 
shading



Pietas

http://www.metmuseum.org/Works_of_Art/viewOnezoom.asp?dep=7&zoomFlag=1&viewmode=0&item=48%2E85


Another view of Michelangelo’s Pieta



A Medieval Version



Art of the Northern Renaissance:  How is it different?

• Portrait of a Goldsmith (Man with Ring) Jan van Eyck



 
Peasant Wedding 

Pieter Brugel the Elder 



Young Hare  
Albrecht Durer



DaVinci Charcoal



The Sistine Chapel



God gives life to Adam



Detail of hands



Ninja Turtles



Leonardo Da Vinci

• A true “Renaissance Man” Leonardo was 
an inventor, painter, sculptor, & scientist 

• His “Last Supper” shows Jesus’ last 
meeting with the 12 apostles before the 
crucifixion; the facial expressions, detail, 
emotion made it a masterpiece 

• His “Mona Lisa” is great for its emotion 
and depth 







Leonardo’s Inventions 





Mona Lisa OR da Vinci?
Leonardo da 

Vinci?

Mona Lisa?





The Last Supper



Raphael

• “Perfected” Renaissance painting 

• Raphael became the favorite painter of the 
Pope because of his amazing detailed 
paintings showing a combination of 
famous Greeks & Romans along with 
Renaissance people 

• “School of Athens” is his greatest work





Raphael

Michelangelo

Plato (drawn to  

look like Da Vinci)
Aristotle

Pythagoras
Euclid



Donatello

• Donatello was the first great sculptor of 
the Renaissance 

• Medieval sculptors only carved the front 
of a statue, but Donatello wanted 
sculptures to be viewed from all sides like 
Greek & Roman statues 

• “David” is the 1st large, free-standing 
human sculpture





Michelangelo

• Michelangelo was a great painter & 
sculptor; his “Pieta” & “David” 
sculptures are seen as masterpieces 

• His greatest work is the 130 ft x 44 ft 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel; which 
shows Biblical images of amazing 
detail, power, & beauty





The 
Sistine 
Chapel 



The Sistine Chapel:  
The Creation of the Heavens



The Sistine Chapel:  
The Last Judgment



The  
Northern  

Renaissance



Northern Renaissance 
• The Renaissance spread from Italy as 

scholars from other areas visited Italian 
city-states & took the new ideas they saw 
back 

• Kings bought Renaissance art, helping to 
spread new ideas 

• Renaissance ideas spread to the Holy 
Roman Empire (Germany), England, 
France, Belgium, Netherlands



A book Revolution

• Johanes Gutenberg invented the printing press 

– Movable type 

– First publication was a 1282 page bible 

• With easier access to books more people began to read and more books were 
printed 

• Books help spread renaissance ideasand Vernacular





Renaissance in France

• Architecture—buildings combined                          
Medieval & classical designs

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Chenonceau2-20050320.jpg


Renaissance in the  
Holy Roman Empire

• Renaissance in  
Germany was                               
very religious—                
Humanists                            
criticized the                          
Catholic church  

• German painters                       
were the 1st to                             
use oils



Desiderius Erasmus

• Combined Christianity and humanism  

• Wrote about a pure and simple Christian life without any rituals and 
politics of the church 

• Wanted to educate children 

• His writing helped fan the flames of discontent with the church



Sir Thomas More

• Wrote Utopia

– This book created a criticism of 
English government and society 

– Created a vision of a perfect society 
based on reason (imaginary)



William Shakespeare

• Wrote plays based on               
ideas from classics &                   
universal human qualities 

• Considered one of the 
best dramatist of all time 

• Plays focused on the lives 
of realistic characters



You are as a candle, 
the better burnt out
Henry IV, part 2.

"Methinks thou art a 
general offence, and 

every man should beat 
thee. I think thou wast 

created for men to 
breathe themselves 

upon you."

[Thou] leathern-jerkin, crystal-button, 
knot-pated, agatering, puke-stocking, 

caddis-garter, smooth-tongue, 
Spanish pouch!

Taken from: Henry IV, part I 

You are not worth 
another word, else I'd 

call you knave. 
All's Well that Ends 

Wel

"You should be women 
and yet your beards 
forbid me to interpret 

that you are so."



Renaissance in the Netherlands

• In the 
Netherlands, 
artists like Jan 
Van Eyck, were 
noted for 
precise realism 
& symbolism 

Wedding Portrait by Jan Van 
Eyck 1434

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/cgi-bin/WebObjects.dll/CollectionPublisher.woa/wa/zoomImage?workNumber=NG186&collectionSection=work


Massys’ The Moneylender & His Wife



Danse Macabre











WHAT INSPIRED DANSE 
MACABRE ART?
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Bubonic Plague



What was the Bubonic Plague?
Yersinia Pestis, a lethal bacterial 
infection.  

Spread by fleas 

The symptoms of the Black Death were 
gruesome: Tumors covered the body -- some of 
them as big as an egg or apple, Boccaccio 
wrote. A large neck tumor might permanently 
cock a person's head in the opposite direction. 
Purplish splotches also covered the body. These 
were nicknamed "God's tokens," because God 
usually took the sufferer soon after they 
appeared.





What is the relationship between 
the plague and trade?



The Plague’s Effects on Europe

Killed between 1/3 and 1/2 of 
Europe’s population.  

Feudalism began to collapse 

there was a labor shortage 

people could demand higher 
wages

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grbSQ6O6kbs


The Plague’s Effects on Europe
Effects on Religion 

some thought the Plague was 
punishment from God  

the power of the Church began 
to decline because priests were 
unable to explain or stop the 
plague

Flagellants
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The Plague’s Effects on Europe
Antisemitism - hatred and mistrust of 
Jewish people 

Christians noticed fewer Jews were 
dying. They didn’t know it was because 
they bathed more often. 

False rumors spread that Jews were 
causing the sickness by poisoning wells  

in 1349, 2,000 Jews were murdered 
in the German city of Strasbourg. 
More were killed in other places.



Effects on Education
The church had been able to explain 
or prevent the plague, so schools 
sought different explanations.  

Universities started taking science 
more seriously.  

There were many advances in 
medicine. 



Renaissance Advances in 
Medicine

Leonardo Da Vinci was one of the 
first people to understand how 
the nervous system works.  

Ambroise Paré discovered how to 
stop arteries from bleeding 

William Harvey became one of 
the first people to understand the 
body’s circulatory system.



IF AN EXTREMELY POWERFUL 
PERSON WAS DOING 

SOMETHING WRONG AND YOU 
WANTED TO CALL THEM OUT 
SO THEY WOULD STOP, WHAT 
WOULD BE THE BEST WAY TO 



Protestant Reformation



• Salvation (reaching heaven) is 
reached by having faith in God & 
doing good works towards others

• The Pope is the ultimate authority

• Show glory to God: large 



• Basis of beliefs are the 7 Holy 
Sacraments: 

–Baptism, Communion, 
Confession, Confirmation, 
Marriage, Ordination of Priests, 
Last Rites for the Dying

–By participating in each 





A series of events beginning 
around 1500 AD of heavy criticism 
of the Catholic Church calling for a 
change in the ways of teaching and 
practicing Christianity.  These 
events led to a split in the Church 
and the creation of a new form of 
Christianity called Protestantism



• As a young boy in Germany, 
Luther was going to become a 
lawyer, but was almost killed by 
lightning so became monk

• Studied Catholic      rituals  
and Bible,         but never felt                            
“right” 



• As he studied, he was       
inspired by St. Paul’s Epistle 
to the Romans: “a person can be 
made good simply by having 
faith in God’s mercy”

• Luther called this idea Justification 
by Faith—anyone can get into 
heaven simply by believing in God 



• Luther looked at church corruption:

–Indulgences-church selling salvation for 
money

–Priests uneducated; parishes can’t choose 
own ministers

–Mass in Latin, not vernacular

• Luther wrote 95 Theses (criticized many 
church policies) in attempt to start public 
debate about corruption of Catholic Church



95 Theses 
posted here



• Peasants now believed that everyone 
was equal in the eyes of God—revolted 
against nobles

• Nobles wanted freedom from the Pope 
& took church lands for themselves

• Catholic Church weakened



• Luther lays foundation for first Protestant 
faith--Lutheranism

–Emphasized salvation by faith alone

–Bible only source of religious truth

–Services preached; no rituals or unfamiliar 
languages. People can participate

–Church a community of believers; not 
hierarchy of clergy 



• 95 Theses spread quickly; Indulgences 
declined 

• Church reacted against Luther who 
refused to take back statements; 
Excommunicated (expelled) from 
Catholic Church at the Diet of Worms 
(1521)

• Luther became an outlaw

• Translated Bible so more people could 
read it



Luther at the 
Diet of Worms



Luther Translating the Bible



• John Calvin was born in France & 
became Protestant (someone who 
protested against Catholic Church) 
but left for Switzerland because of 
oppression in France

• In 1536, started new Protestant faith 
called Calvinism 



• Basic ideas of Calvinism:

–Predestination—God determined those 
who were going to heaven & hell before 
people are born

–Those going to heaven called “the Elect” 
were chosen by God to be saved & would 
avoid all sin

–“The Elect” should rule society as 
government leaders—Theocracy



–Overthrow gov’t leaders (like 
kings) who didn’t prove to be 
“elect” (if they committed sin)

–Church rules are also laws; 
committing a sin is breaking law 
& punishable by a court

Calvinism



• Calvinists live by strict code to avoid sin (called 
Protestant Work Ethic):

–Cannot dance, sing, play cards, gamble, swear, go 
to theater, drink alcohol, wear jewelry or bright 
clothing

–Church 5 times a week; in bed by 9:00

–Kids can have only Christian names

–Homes inspected once a year

–Punishment for breaking rules:  prison, 
excommunication, exile, death



–Calvinists believed that hard 
work & obeying code would 
show that they were “elect” & 
were going to heaven



• Henry VIII was king of England

• He was a devout Catholic and 
persecuted Protestants

• Had grown very tired of Catholic Pope 
taking English land (Church controlled 
1/3 of good land in England) & asked 
for large tithe (tax) on England’s treasury 



• Wanted annulment of wife because she could 
not bear him a male child; Pope refused

• Henry was furious and asked 
Parliament to declare Act of 
Succession in 1534—made Church of 
England (Anglican Church)
–New Protestant faith based heavily 

on ideas of Catholic Church, BUT…
–Monarch of England would be 

ultimate authority, not Pope



• Basic Ideas of Anglicanism:

–Belief in original sin, so Baptism is 
necessary ritual

–Salvation achieved by faith alone 
(Justification by Faith)

–King is authority of Church with 
hierarchy of bishops & priests

–Bible & church services were in English 
(vernacular)



The Catholic 
Church Strikes 

Back



• Reformation was very popular 

• Protestants (someone who protested 
against the Catholic Church) began to 
form new religions: Lutherans, 
Calvinists,Anglicans

–French Protestants                      
were called  Huguenots 



• BUT, not everyone adopted 
Protestant faith: Spain, France, 
Portugal, Italy remained Catholic

• Catholic Church still largest 
religion of Europe but had lost 
much of its power & influence



• Church attempted to spread 
Catholicism & win converts

• Ignatius of Loyola formed the 
Society of Jesus (called Jesuits) in 
1540 to spread Catholicism          & 
stop Protestantism from spreading

• Jesuit missionaries helped 
strengthen Catholicism in    
Europe & throughout world



• Council of Trent (1563)—Catholic leaders 
met to “fix” the church:

–No more indulgences

–Bible and church are equally powerful

–Salvation through faith and good work

–Bible interpreted by the Church

–Rejected self-discipline and individual 
faith



–Increased Inquisition—get rid of 
heretics (non-believers)

–Services still spoken in Latin 

–More Inquisitions













• Jews and Muslims were forced to convert to Christianity or 
leave Spain

• They were viewed as heretics

• Witches were believed to roam the country

– Killed children and cattle, worked with the devil, and 
caused poor harvest



• Causes

– Humanists values

– Corrupt clergy

– 95 theses

– Printing press

• Effects
– Protestantism
– Reformed Catholics
– Religious Intolerance
– Religious Conflicts







The Enlightenment



Effects of the Scientific Revolution
• During the Scientific Revolution, 

people began to believe that the 
scientific method allowed them to 
find answers to their questions

■ As a result, new ideas began in 
areas outside of science:  

■ Especially criticizing absolute 
monarchy & think of new ideas 
about government 



What is the Enlightenment?
• The intellectuals of the Enlightenment 

(called Philosophes) believed:  
–The universe could be understood 
through reason  

–Everything in nature could be 
explained by natural laws—universal 
truths found through observation 
(Religion is not necessary to 
understand the world)



What is the Enlightenment?
–The belief in progress—the world 
can be improved upon & 
perfected 

–People have natural rights—
personal freedoms that allow 
people to enjoy liberty (no 
restrictions on speech, religion, 
or the economy)



Political Thinkers of 
the Enlightenment

Hobbes, Locke,   
Jefferson, 

Montesquieu, 
Rousseau, Voltaire



Thomas Hobbes
People cannot 

be trusted.  
Kings should 

rule!



• … In a state of nature… where every man is 
Enemy to every man;…wherin men live 
without other security than their own 
strength….In such a condition there is no 
place for Industry; because the fruit therof is 
uncertain…no Culture of Earth; no 
Navigation…no Arts; no Letters; no Society; 
and which is worst of all continuall feare and 
danger of violent death; and the life of man; 
solitary, poore, nasty, brutish, and short.



Thomas Hobbes

• Hobbes believed humans are 
naturally violent & disorderly; 
citizens need kings to protect 
them from themselves (like a 
father protects his children) 

• Hobbes believed that people form 
a social contract with the king & 
agree to give up their freedoms in 
exchange for the king’s protection



John Locke

People are good!  
They have rights & 
should overthrow 
the gov’t when 

kings abuse their 
power



John Locke
• Locke believed that all people 

have natural rights (rights to life, 
liberty, & ownership of property) 

• He added to Hobbes’ Social 
Contract Theory saying that 
people can break the “contract” 
when a king become corrupt   

• The best government has limited 
powers & listens to the people



Who’s ideas are right?

Hobbes 
• People are  

selfish, self-
serving, & brutal 

• Without 
government 
control, society 
would be chaotic

Locke 

• People are 
reasonable & 
able to make 
decisions 

• People should 
be able to rule 
themselves



Baron de Montesquieu

Giving one 
person all the 
power is a bad 

idea.



• Montesquieu wanted separation of 
powers & checks and balances to 
keep kings from gaining too much 
power in the government: 
–Legislative branch makes laws 

–Executive branch enforces laws  
–Judicial branch interprets laws 

Baron de Montesquieu

Like 
Parliament or 

Congress

Like a king 
or president

Like a court 
system



Voltaire

Don’t be a 
hater! People 

should be 
allowed to say 
anything they 
want, even if 

you don’t like it



Voltaire
• Voltaire demanded that kings offer 

their people freedoms of thought, 
speech, & religion  

• He fought against prejudice & 
pushed for the French king to be 
more tolerant 

• Taught that god no longer influenced 
the world.  

• Didn’t hold religion very high in his 
thoughts



• « La nôtre est sans contredit la plus 
ridicule, la plus absurde, et la plus 
sanguinaire qui ait jamais infecté le 
monde  »  

• Ours [religion] is without a doubt the most 
ridiculous, the most absurd, and the most 
bloody to ever infect the world.



Questions for discussion:
• Voltaire said: 
   “I may disapprove of what you 

say, but I will defend to the 
death your right to say it.”  

• What does this statement 
indicate about Voltaire’s views 
on free speech? 



Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Let’s make a 
government that 

benefits the 
majority of people



• Believed people are naturally 
good, but power corrupts them 

• The best form of government is a 
direct democracy that promotes 
the common good of the majority  

• People give up some of their 
individual rights to be ruled by 
the general will of the majority

Jean-Jacques Rousseau



Mary Wollstonecraft

Women have been 
mistreated for too long. 

It is time to take our 
rights back



Mary Wollestonecraft

•Wollstonecraft demanded equal rights for 
women 

•A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, equal 
education for women 

•She partially blamed women for being unequal 
with men 

•Believed that through education women can 
achieve equality



Adam Smith

Whatever happens, 
happens. Let the 

economy work itself out.



Adam Smith

•Scottish economist, used reason to analyze 
economic systems 

•The Wealth of Nations advanced free market 
enterprise 

•Strong believer in laissez-faire economics, no 
government regulation 

•Believed economy would be stronger if market 
forces of supply and demand were allowed to 
work freely



Enlightened Despots
• Some absolute monarchs (despots) 

throughout Europe were 
influenced by Enlightenment ideas 
& became known as Enlightened 
Despots 

• These monarchs ruled by trying to 
do what is best for citizens: 
–They favored religious tolerance, 
economic reforms, give more 
people legal rights



Frederick the Great of Prussia
• Ruler of Prussia, granted many 

religious freedoms 
• Reduced censorship 
• Improved education                      

& justice system 
• Abolished torture 
• Thought he was                               

“the 1st  servant of the state”



Catherine the Great of Russia
• Tried to modernize 

& reform Russia 
according to the 
writings of the 
philosophes 

• Tried to free serfs, 
stop torture & 
death penalty (she 
failed but tried!)



How did Enlightenment writers 
and thinkers set the stage for 

revolutionary movements?
• Philosophes encouraged people to 

judge for themselves what they 
thought was right or wrong  

• People began to rely on reason to 
solve their social problems 

• These ideas led to violent 
revolutions in America & France 
to overthrow “corrupt kings”



Age of Exploration



The Explorers



Age of Exploration



Age of Exploration
definition: Time during the 15th and 
16th centuries when European 
nations sent out sea expeditions to 
expand trade and their influence



Motivation: Why did the 
explorers want to go?

GOLD, 
GLORY, 
GOD



GOLD (MONEY)
• Rise of merchants & banking 

helped people to start their own 
companies & sell exotic products 
from the “East”

• Merchants began looking for quick, 
direct trade routes to Asia, 

• Constantinople was out



God

• During the Middle Ages &          the 
Renaissance, Europe         was 
very religious

•  Christians wanted to stop the 
spread of Islam & also convert 
“natives” 

• bring missionaries who would focus 
only on conversions

GOD



GLORY
• Renaissance inspired new 

possibilities
• Exploration led to fame for the 

explorers   & sponsor country 
(found new places & gained more 
lands)

• Demand for new land & glory led to 
competition between countries



Means: How were the 
explorers able to sail so far?

• Technological Advances



• Prior to the Renaissance, sailors used 
landmarks & stars to find location (was 
very inaccurate)

• Through cultural diffusion Europeans 
learned about new techniques:
–Magnetic Compass (Chinese) shows 
cardinal directions

–Astrolabe (Arabs/Islamic) used 
stars as fixed points to show direction

• Made sailing more accurate

Navigation



Astrolabe



Magnetic 
Compass



Maps
• Used to be very inaccurate, but 

during Renaissance cartography 
(science of drawing maps) grew as 
trade increased

• Europeans also borrowed 
maps from Middle Eastern & 
Asian scholars & merchants

• Introduced grid system based on 
longitude & latitude



Portuguese caravel used in the 1400s



Ships
–Discovered lateen sail 
(triangle-shaped) from 
Arabs Muslims; 
allowed explorers to 
sail against the wind

• Carried new                       
weapons like rifles                        
& cannons to                         
protect against                            
the dangerous                
“unknown”



Prince Henry the Navigator
• Portuguese prince 
• created a navigation 

school to train 
sailors; brought in 
best map-makers, 
ship-builders, and 
sailing instructors

• sponsored voyages 
along the western 
coast of Africa



Prince Henry the Navigator 
continued…

• Aims: 
• gold

• “river of gold?”
• route to orient
• spread Christianity
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Antam Gonclaves and Nuno 
Tristao

• Henry the Navigator’s captains
• Encountered black Muslims in Western Africa
• Captured 12 men, including an Arabic speaking 

chief, brought them to Portugal
• 1442 - Chief negotiated his release: let him go and 

receive 10 African slaves in exchange
• 1443-  Gonclaves returned from Africa with nearly 

thirty slaves. 
• 1453 - Thousands of slaves were brought to 

Portugal from Africa
259





Bartolomeu Dias
• King John II of Portugal 

appointed him, on 10 October 
1487, to head an expedition to 
sail around the southern tip of 
Africa

• find trade route to India. 
• Find Prester John 
• First to reach the Cape of Good 

Hope (Southern tip of Africa)



The Legend of Prester John
• Christian King lost 

amongst Muslims and 
pagans

• kingdom contained 
such marvels as the 
Gates of Alexander and 
the Fountain of Youth

• Direct descendent of 
one of the 3 magi

• Probably never existed
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Vasco de Gama
• Another Portuguese explorer
• Set out for India 
• Took 10 months and stopped a 

couple of times on the way
• Made it to India by going 

around Africa
• Linked East to West
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Columbus
• Italian born but sailed for Spain
• Main purpose to sail was to find Atlantic route to 

the Asia
• Went to Portugal to fund his travels
• Spain would eventually fund

his trips
• 1492
• His stories are greatly exaggerated
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Columbus (continued)
• Columbus made 4 voyages to the New 

World
• Part of his “deal” with Spanish crown was 

that he would be made governor of all lands 
he discovered

• Columbus promised the Spanish bountiful 
riches and Spain began to colonize 
Hispanola

• There was no gold, Columbus jailed for 6 
weeks 268



More Columbus…
• After being released 

from jail, Columbus 
conducts his 4th voyage

• Becomes stranded on 
island off of Jamaican 
coast

• Locals at first provide 
his men food, then stop

• Predicts lunar eclipse to 
save the day
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“Help me or I will make the moon disappear”



The Columbian Exchange
• The arrival of Europeans led to the 

introduction of new products 
between Indians & Europeans called 
the Columbian Exchange:
–Indians introduced corn, tobacco, 

potatoes, peanuts to whites
–Europeans introduced horses, 

livestock, citrus, & diseases
–An estimated 90% of Indians died 

due to European disease



Ferdinand Magellan 
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Ferdinand Magellan
• Portuguese born but sailed for Spain 
• First crew to circumnavigate the world



If Magellan and his captains 
could finish what Columbus 

They would receive…
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Magellan’s Expedition 
(1519-1521)

- Set sail with 260 crew members on 5 ships
• returned with only 1 ship and 18 men
• He severely underestimated the length of 

the journey
• They ran out of food and water 
• Excerpt from his journal: 
• "We were three months and twenty days without 

refreshment from any kind of fresh food. We ate 
biscuit which was no longer biscuit but its powder, 
swarming with worms, the rats having eaten all the 
good. It stank strongly of their urine. We drank yellow 
water already many days putrid. We also ate certain 
ox hides that covered the top of the yards to prevent 
the yards from chafing the shrouds, and which had 
become exceedingly hard because of the sun, rain 
and wind. We soaked them in the sea for four or five 
days, then placed them for a short time over the hot 
embers and ate them thus, and often we ate 
sawdust. Rats were sold for half a ducat apiece, and 
even so we could not always get them. "
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Then in the Philippines…
•  April, 1521
• Magellan and his crew attempted to 

convert a tribal leader to Christianity
• the leader refused

• Magellan decided to attack this leader 
with a small force and encountered 
1,000 furious natives 

•
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“Battle” of Mactan
• When morning came, forty-nine of us leaped into the water up to our thighs, and 

walked through water for more than two cross-bow flights before we could reach the 
shore. The boats could not approach nearer because of certain rocks in the water. 
The other eleven men remained behind to guard the boats. When we reached land, 
[the natives] had formed in three divisions to the number of more than one 
thousand five hundred people. When they saw us, they charged down upon us with 
exceeding loud cries... The musketeers and crossbow-men shot from a distance for 
about a half-hour, but uselessly... Recognizing the captain, so many turned upon 
him that they knocked his helmet off his head twice... A native hurled a bamboo 
spear into the captain's face, but the latter immediately killed him with his lance, 
which he left in the native's body. Then, trying to lay hand on sword, he could draw 
it out but halfway, because he had been wounded in the arm with a bamboo spear. 
When the natives saw that, they all hurled themselves upon him. One of them 
wounded him on the left leg with a large cutlass, which resembles a scimitar, only 
being larger. That caused the captain to fall face downward, when immediately they 
rushed upon him with iron and bamboo spears and with their cutlasses, until they 
killed our mirror, our light, our comfort, and our true guide. When they wounded him, 
he turned back many times to see whether we were all in the boats. Thereupon, 
beholding him dead, we, wounded, retreated, as best we could, to the boats, which 
were already pulling off.
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John Cabot, 1497-1498
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Conquering and Colonizing a new 
Continent



The Spanish in Mexico
• Hernan Cortes – A conquistador

– Defeated the Aztec empire



1519 - Cortes lands in Mexico
• Montezuma II ruled Aztec empire of over 5 

million people
• Believed Cortes was armor-clad god and 

agreed to give him portion of the empire’s 
gold

• Cortes wanted more and forced Aztecs to 
mine gold and silver

• 1520 - Aztecs revolted and drove Cortez out
• 1521 - Cortes came back and conquered the 

Aztecs 281



Tenochtitlan



Why was Cortez able to 
conquer the Aztecs with 

a smaller force?
• Help from locals who 

resented Aztec power 
and human sacrifice

• Superior weapons - 
cannons and muskets

• Disease (most 
important) Measles, 
mumps, smallpox, and 
typhus
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Incan Empire - 13th-16th 
centuries

•  2,500 miles along the 
western coast of South 
America, from Ecuador to 
Chile and Argentina

• in 1438 Pachacuti began 
conquering multiple lands

• 1500 - Incan empire ruled 
18 million people

• 2,500 miles
285



Incan Empire 
accomplishments

286

• Constructed roads
• Incan government 

controlled trade
• Welfare state - citizens 

worked for the state, the 
state provided for them

• Government distributed 
land to its citizens



Incan capital, Cuzco, today
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Macchu Picchu

https://
www.youtube.c
om/watch?
v=lxAgX_WAM
_4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAgX_WAM_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAgX_WAM_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAgX_WAM_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAgX_WAM_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAgX_WAM_4
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Spanish in South America
• Francisco Pizarro – Conqueror of Peru

– Founder of Lima, Peru
– Conquered the Incan empire



Treaty of Tordesillas - 1494 -  divided the 
Americas between the French and Portuguese



Portuguese Possessions



Spanish Possessions



Spanish rule of south/central America
• Spanish conquerers stayed 

in areas they conquered
• Married natives

• mestizo - people with 
Spanish and native 
ancestry

• Established encomiendas 
- forced labor system
• natives forced to mine, 

farm, ranch for Spanish
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New Patterns of Trade







The rest of Europe
• Europe, France, 

Netherlands establish 
colonies in the new 
world.



The French
• Stayed in Canada 
• Found and traded goods (fish and furs)
• Only sent a few colonists
• Didn’t enslave Native Americans



The British
• First permanent English colony 

was Jamestown, VA - 1607
• Reasons behind the colonies?
• Plymouth and Mass Bay Colony



French and Indian war
• British greed and need for expansion lead to 

fighting over the Ohio river Valley
• 1754 war broke out
• Both sides had Native American fighting for 

them
• British took Quebec – French give up
• Canada and all lands east of Mississippi ceded
• What would this mean to the British?





England created 13 colonies in North America 
(Jamestown, Virginia was 1st in 1607) that will 

eventually become the United States 

France unsuccessfully explored New World 
looking for a northwest passage to Asia; 

Colonized Canada & established a fur trade

The Netherlands created the         Dutch 
East India Company & began to 
dominate trade in the East Indies 

The Dutch colonized Manhattan in New York 



Colonies emerge in North America

• Nations started to build permanent 
settlements in the New World

• These colonies are loyal to their mother 
country and send back as much resources 
as they can to help it be successful



Negative Effects of Colonization
• African Slavery:

– Europeans needed labor force to work in 
Americas 

– Why African Slaves?
– 90% of Native Americans dead
– Africans more suited for work
– Natives knew the land



Triangular Trade developed: 

•Europeans produce manufactured 
goods, traded for African slaves

•Slaves taken to Americas, sold for 
money to buy raw materials

•Raw materials taken to Europe to 
make manufactured goods





Negative Effects
• Triangular Trade:

–The transportation of African slaves 
from the West Coast of Africa to the 
New World  
was called        
the Middle      
Passage



Capitalism
• New economic system rises 

• The economy is left up to individuals 

• Europe provided goods and the colonists gave 
resources (raw materials) 

• Risk takers due to higher prices due to demand 

• More money in Europe to spend 

• Needed money to create colonies 

• Joint stock companies were created 

• Group of investors who create a colony and share 
in profits and losses 

• Plantations begin to rise in the colonies





Olaudah Equiano
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Life of a Slave
• Most worked in plantations
• Others had skills and worked jobs like 

carpenters or metalworkers
• Women were often used as domestic 

workers
• Had to work long grueling hours and still 

take care of home













Resistance
• Tried to keep culture alive
• Used religion for strength and hope
• Slowed down when working
• Broke equipment
• Occasionally revolted 
• Some slaves ran away 
• Music




